Audit of National Standards relating to 
Parkinson’s disease (PD) care 
 (Incorporating PD N.I.C.E Guideline and NSF Long Term Conditions Quality Standards) 
An audit tool, to facilitate local PD audit and enable central benchmarking of services, has been devised by a multi-professional steering group*, under the Chairmanship of Steve Ford (PDS Chief Executive). This is in response to the publication of the PD NICE Guidelines in 2006. 

What does it audit?  

The audit currently consists of two parts 

♦ A Service Description Audit examines patient access to NICE recommended services and treatments.  

♦ A New Patient Audit looks at standards relating to the first clinic visit by people referred with the query “is this PD” 

Components of the audit 
♦ Excel spreadsheet for data collection and local analysis. The spreadsheet opens into the Service Audit – use “Return to Front Page” to reach the Patient Audit
♦ List of standards with guidance notes 

♦ Registration form for centers sending data to PDS for benchmarking 

♦ Advice about setting up the audit 

How will benchmarking work?  

Centres adhering to the following conditions can send their data to the PD Society for analysis and comparison with other participating centres. (email to pdaudit@parkinsons.org.uk)  

♦ Closing date for receipt of data  - November 30th 2009

♦ The spreadsheet must be accompanied by a Registration form 

Data collection 
The data will be held securely by the PDS and will not be released without the prior consent on the audit centre. All participants will be provided with analysis of their own data and how this compares with other anonymised centres and the average of the data obtained.

Suggestion for identifying Patient sample for Audit
If you do not have access to a patient database, Identifying the patient sample can be a frustrating delay for doing audit.  One option is to record from now the names and patient numbers of all suitable patients attending clinics. You will then have a patient sample ready to audit once you have done your preparatory work and obtained Trust Audit Committee approval. 
* College of OT Specialist Section for Neurological Practice, Royal College of Speech and Language Therapists, 
Chartered Society of Physiotherapy, Parkinson’s Disease Nurse Specialist Association, British Geriatric Society 
Movement Disorder Section, The British and Irish Neurologists Movement Disorder Section, British Association of Social 
Workers, Royal Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain, Hospice Director of Clinical Governance and Development. 
